Christmas Eve Service
December 24th at 7:00pm
Livestreamed on Facebook (facebook.com/moranchurch)
and the MUMC Website (www.moranumc.org)
Prelude

Joanne Brown

Welcome

Rev. Cody Natland

Call To Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

We have come here to receive good news! We gather this night that we might be filled
with unspeakable joy!
A great light has burst forth, overcoming the darkness!
A child is born for us — a son has been given!
Bringing a kingdom of endless peace, we shall call him Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Emmanuel!
Come, let us see what God has brought us! Let us see what the Lord has done! Glory
to God in the highest!
And on earth, peace and goodwill to all! AMEN.

Carol

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (verses 1, 3 & 6)

O come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O Come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him Christ the Lord.
Sing choirs of angels sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest: (Refrain)
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (Refrain)
Opening Prayer

Rev. Cody Natland

Lighting the Advent Candles
First Lesson

Courtney, Dylan, and Dean

Micah 5:2-5a

Dennis Kifer

As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces,
one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come out from you.
His origin is from remote times, from ancient days.
Therefore, he will give them up
until the time when she who is in labor gives birth.
The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel.
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He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
They will dwell secure,
because he will surely become great throughout the earth;
he will become one of peace.
Carol

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
above the deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
Second Lesson

Isaiah 9:2-7

Joanne Brown

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.
You have made the nation great;
you have increased its joy.
They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,
as those who divide plunder rejoice.
As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them,
the staff on their shoulders,
and the rod of their oppressor.
Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned, fuel for the fire.
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
and authority will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be vast authority and endless peace
for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
establishing and sustaining it
with justice and righteousness
now and forever.
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The zeal of the Lord of heavenly forces will do this.

Special Music

“Light Of The World”

Third Lesson

Luke 1:26-38

Patty Johnson

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The
virgin’s name was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is
with you!” She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house
forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”
Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I am a virgin?”
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son.
Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was
labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.”
Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel
left her.
Carol

“Angels We Have Heard on High” (verses 1-3)

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain)
See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. (Refrain)
Fourth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

Jana Kifer

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled
in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to
their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went
up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be
enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. While
they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a
son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
Carol

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
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from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!
For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing.
Fifth Lesson

Luke 2:8-14

Charley Natland

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood
before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all
people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you
will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the
heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors.”
Carol

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven's door, and ye are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!
Sixth Lesson

Luke 2:15-20

Dave Caviezel

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to
Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went
quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the
shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. The
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shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything
happened just as they had been told.
Special Music

“Glory (Let There Be Peace)”

One star burns in the darkness, shines with the promise: Emmanuel
One child, born in the stillness, living within us: Emmanuel
Chorus:
We're singing glory, glory
Let there be peace let there be peace
Singing glory, glory
Let there be peace let it start in me
One voice speaks for the voiceless, hope for the hopeless: Emmanuel
One love brings us together, now and forever: Emmanuel (Chorus)
Do not be afraid, his love is strong enough to save us
Nothing stands in the way, his love is strong enough to lead us (Chorus)
Seventh Lesson

John 1:1-14

Betty Smith

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Meditation

Rev. Cody Natland

Lighting The Candles
Carol

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at the by birth; Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Benediction

Rev. Cody Natland

Postlude

Joanne Brown
May you and yours have a blessed and very Merry Christmas!

Thank you for worshiping with us on this Holy Night! We invite you to come back and worship with us
again. You will find a body of believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit to embrace Christ,
inspire others, and serve God as we make disciples or Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
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